confined to time and place. Jnana is not so con-
fined. (6) Intellect is the instrument to get know-
ledge. Knowledge is obtained by constant medita-
tion, deep devotion and discussion about the na-
ture of God, soul and universe with saintly
scholars.

PRAPATTI

Sir, what is meant by surrender of self to God?
This is also known as Prapatti, Paranyasa,
Charanagati, and Parasamarpana. A weak
man who is unable to carry out some work ap-
proaches a competent man, takes refuge in him
and requests him to help achieve his desire. A
man of devotion may not be able to remember God
at the time of his death because of the condition of
his mind and body. Even when they have sound
health, men known for their devotion and knowl-
edge directly make an absolute surrender of self to
God. This is known as Sva-nishta.

Prapatti is done as a ceremony. The Acharya
(religious preceptor) takes his disciple to the idol
of God, teaches him the Prapatti Mantras and asks
him to pray for God's grace. This kind of Prapatti
is known as Ukti-nishta. When the Acharya
prays to God offering Prapatti on behalf of a
devotee it is called Bhagavata Nishta.

Kulasekara Azhwar in one of his psalms
says, "Oh Krishna! When I am on death-bed, I may
not remember you. So, I offer my self-surrender to
you even now. Let my mind be always thinking
about your feet".

Lord Krihna says in Gita (XVIII - 66)